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University Avenue and the Creators
By Mao Xinhui

In this most difficult season to
find a job, a group of young people
are taking a different tact and creat-
ing their own stories on University
Avenue.

University Avenue is on the
small town called Palo Alto, with the
famous Stanford University close by.
The street is the business area in the
town and has pushed the town rise to
fame. The long boulevard is very
impressive, with various cafés and
restaurants that offer unique spe-
cialties along the two sides. Many
startup companies gather here to talk
about their ideas and exchanges
thoughts. Many worldly famous
companies, including Google and
PayPal, were born on this creative
and enterprising street.

“It is very similar to the Uni-
versity Avenue, the prototype of the
Silicon Valley in the United States.”
This is the impression that many
people have about Daxue Lu in
Yangpu District. On this narrow syl-
van road which is more than 700
meters, the sun shines through leafs
and twigs of the trees, leaving shad-
ows swaying on the windows of the
small shops along the road. In the
cafés, people around the next tables
are talking about angel financing
plans or website structure adjust-
ment. Over the weekends, small
concerts and special markets make
the road more fascinating and
charming. Students from nearby
universities frequently come to read
in the cafes while white-collar
workers from industrial parks usually
come to talk about business or just
kill time. Residents from the House of
Knowledge like to order their brunch
here on a weekend morning and en-
joy a slow moment in their busy life.

We’d rather say many young
dreams cluster on Daxue Lu rather
than say many young people work
and live on this road. These young
people love life and long for beauty
and freedom. They are not afraid of
setbacks and hope to find their own

dream and career from peace.
“If someone says that the Chi-

nese are not creative, he or she must
not have come to Daxue Lu,”said so
Bella who was born in 1989 to a for-
eign friend. Bella found an enviable
job in the financial industry after
graduation. However, Bella didn’t
think it was a pleasant job to work
on. Her dream was to open a café
bookstore which could offer people a
quiet, relaxing, relieving and net-
working platform. She was attracted
by the atmosphere here when she
came to Daxue Lu for the first time.
She quitted her job soon and started
her own business.

Recalling the past, she didn’t
think she didn’t act on rash impulse.

“I just let nature take its course. I
came here because I thought it was
nice to be here.”

“Brilliant Sunshine”, as one of
the handful café bookstores that offer
membership on this road has devel-
oped more than 300 members so far.

On the 700-meter-long Daxue
Lu, there are a lot more people like

Bella. Some are green hands who
start to fight for their dreams right
after their graduation. Some have
years of working experience but
enjoy to live without restraints.

Walking on Daxue Lu in the af-
ternoon, you will be attracted by
KARMA at the central section of the
road from afar by its name and white
décor. The white walls, retro logs,
unique decorations, fine accessories,
and the childlike merry-go-round
are all deliberately arranged by the
owner of this silver store.

Qiu Mengjiao is a beautiful
woman that will make your eyes
shine. She looks fragile. But this is
not her first time to start her own
business. She worked as a convention
and exhibition planner for a few
years after graduation. Working
overtime endlessly exhausted her
free time. She chose to quit.“I want
to do something when I am still
young.”

Qiu and her friends usually came
to Daxue Lu to enjoy afternoon tea
before she started her own business.

The outdoor seats along the road
enabled Qiu to fully enjoy the com-
fortable time spent with her friends.
She gradually found here is a cluster
of universities and knowledge in-
dustries where elites in science, re-
search, finance and business con-
sulting areas bundle together with
teachers and students from the uni-
versities. Qiu then decided to open a
unique store of silver accessories to
offer a platform for the population to
enjoy selecting and matching the
accessories. This unique store is now
very popular among the college stu-
dents and white collars in this area.

Maybe Bella and Qiu do their
business by following their feelings.
Weng, the owner of JAMAICABLUE
has planned her development path.

Weng used to do strategic
planning for a company in the Jinmao
Tower. The job is very glorious in
many people’s eyes. However, she
felt too hard to breathe freely be-
cause of the endless plans and re-
ports. JAMAICABLUE, a downstairs
café that offers quiet and convenient

meals in the Jinmao Tower gave her a
franchising opportunity. She grasped
the opportunity to lay the foundation
for her own brand.

Weng said franchising is the first
step. After mastering related capa-
bilities and resources for café oper-
ation, she will open her own creative
café.“There are so many big and
small cafés in the city. I have been
looking for different innovations. I
like design-related stuff since my
childhood. My long-term goal is to
open a café with‘design exhibition’,”
said Weng. Compared with Bella and
Qiu, Weng looks more composed and
steady.“Starting a business”does not
mean programming till daybreak or
working hard. The“bitter”business
stories have been reproduced on
Daxue Lu.

Yan Yan, founder of www.tiaooo.
com, is very unique among the en-
trepreneurs. Yan, a major of software
engineering, fell in love with dancing
which he can enjoy and demonstrate
himself with sweats. After gradua-
tion, he could have worked in a
public institution and had an easy and
comfortable life. However, Yan spent
more time and energy to dancing that
he loves.“Dance society,”“Operate
school,”“advertising”and“concerts”
became themes of his life.

He gradually found for dancing,
there wasn’t a platform that could
connect all dances and dancing stu-
dios nationwide. After some con-
sideration, he quitted his job and set
up the only vertical dancing website
at that time.

InnoSpace, the incubator in
Knowledge and Innovation Com-
munity offered Yan support in terms
of fund, site, training and resources,
etc. Under the instruction of his tutor,
Vice President of www.dianping.com,
Yan’s website has achieved tre-
mendous business success and has
become the only professional vertical
website. Yan’s target now is to build
a dancing city on the internet.“My
biggest dream is to bring a little
change to Chinese dancing,”he said
seriously.

By Zong He & Zhang Weiwei

Shanghai Municipal Tourism
Administration has named scribbling
walls in universities such as Tongji
new fashion sights in Shanghai. The
news has been released through
media channels such as microblog
and has aroused hot discussions on
the internet. Scribbling, a hip-hop art
form born in the west becomes in-
creasingly popular in Shanghai these
years. Some universities have spared
special places for students and artists
to create their scribbling works freely.

The scribbling wall in Tongji
University is in front of Xiyuan Can-
teen and behind Xueyuan Canteen on
the home campus. With total length
over 100 meters and height of two
meters, the wall presents about 20

pieces of work which includes simple
art words, abstract patterns and
complicated canton characters. Some
of the works are purely scribbling
while some are deliberately designed.
The wall fully reflects youth vigor and
free spirit of the authors.

Fans of the scribbling wall in
Tingji include students on the cam-
pus and residents living nearby. On
holidays, some young people will
come here to visit and even make the
wall a photo shooting spot. Tongji
adopts fairly free management over
the scribbling wall and has no strict
restrictions over the scribbling on the
wall.“The wall is a place for students
to fully express themselves. The
school won’t interfere with the
scribbling,”said related principals of
Tongji University.

Compared with the one in
Tongji, the scribbling walls in
Shanghai University of Science and
Technology are much longer. Being
part of the coastal“No.1 Scenic
Belt”on Jungong Lu Campus, the
scribbling wall is divided into a few
sections with total length about
400-500 meters. From the beginning
when the school encouraged stu-
dents to scribble on the wall till to-
day when scribbling societies on the
campus, graduates and even senior
artists from society come with spray
paints, the wall has been filled with
works of different styles. It has be-
come a common practice that before
summer vacation every year, the
university will paint the entire wall
white to welcome scribbling works
of freshmen.

By Liu Zhuyi

Mr. Ni has recently called
Yangpu District Consumer Council
to report a case: He bought a T-shirt
at more than RMB300 from a de-
partment store and didn’t check
whether there were quality flaws. He
washed the T-shirt out of sanitary
concern before he found a hole in
the back of the T-shirt. He re-
quested to return the T-shirt for
refund but was refused by the seller.

Over the mediation process,
Yangpu District Consumer Council
learned that the T-shirt has been
washed and the tags have been cut
down and thrown away. When the
consumer negotiated with the seller
by himself, the seller said the quality
problem of the T-shirt was hard to
be identified and could not offer a
solution unless the consumer could

present the tags.
The Council contacted the

seller and stated that as the T-shirt
has only been washed once in clean
water, it would be impossible for the
consumer to cut a hole by himself
from common sense. The Council
suggested the seller offer the con-
sumer a proper solution.

After mediations, the seller
invited the consumer to come to the
store with the T-shirt for further
negotiation.

In the end, the seller agreed to
exchange the T-shirt for the con-
sumer who was satisfied with the
result. Clothes are daily consum-
ables. The Council reminds citizens
of checking quality of the clothes on
the spot carefully when purchasing
and keep the tags and invoices well
in case quality problems will be
found later.
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耄耋老人的乔迁之喜耄耋老人的乔迁之喜

■记者 应沈漪 张维维

本报讯 8月25日，周日，是定海
路街道独居老人陈翠娣的大日子。
在 152 街坊临街一室户的老公房里
住了将近 20 年的陈老太，通过区里
的这次旧改征收，终于要在这天作别

“穷街”，搬新家了。
一早，杨浦区第一房屋征收事务

所帮忙联系好的搬场车早早就等在
周家嘴路4206号楼下。乔迁新居的
大日子，陈老太的家里显得格外热
闹，亲戚和邻居都赶过来帮忙。

老太太虽已年届八十，腿脚略有
不便，思路却清爽得很。“这是我阿
妹送我的家具，实木的，我可不舍
得，师傅你给我搬走哦！还有卫生
间的洗衣机别忘了！”记者 9 点不到
来到她家的时候，陈老太正在“坐镇
指挥”。“小童来了啊，全靠了小童！”
见到征收事务所的经办人童启锋，
刚才还安坐在轮椅上的老太太显得

有些激动，“我一个人什么事都办不
成，派出所、煤气公司那里都是小童
帮我弄好的。”

老太太的“旧居”大概有30平方
米，随着搬家师傅们把大件的家具一
件件运走，局促的房间终于显得宽敞
起来，露出暗暗沉沉、斑斑驳驳的老
式墙纸。老公房虽然陈旧，但比起阳
台外面那些居民搬离后显得愈发破
败的二级旧里，这里的居住条件相对
还算好得多。

9点半，一切都安排妥当了。陈
老太跟同在搬家的邻居们告别后，最
后又看了眼老房子，这才蹒跚着下
楼。记者问她舍不舍得，她没有正面
回答，只是笑呵呵地说：“新房子离得
老近呢。”

陈翠娣的新家确实离得不远，就
是靖宇东路58弄的本区房源。车开
进宽敞的小区道路，老太太的家里人
已经在楼下候着了，鞭炮和炮仗一响
更透露着乔迁的喜气。

新居在8楼，腿脚不便的老太太
坐着电梯直接上了楼，一边说着“以
后不用爬楼梯了”，一边乐悠悠地进
了新家。50平方米一室一厅的房子
显得干净而透亮，站在阳台上眺望小
区的景色，陈老太说：“我早来看过
咯！”脸上带着掩不住的笑意。

把老房子的钥匙交给童启锋，老
太太紧紧拉着他的手：“小童，你不能
走，今天中午你要跟我们一起吃饭。”

搬场公司的师傅让老太太签过
了确认单，这家就算搬完了。

虽然一家人还在为怎么摆放家
具意见不合，却是高兴的争论。不管
这家具怎么摆放，耄耋之年的陈翠娣
就要在这间新房子里，开始她的新生
活了。

目前，整个152街坊的旧区改造
进入全面“收官”阶段。

老太那些曾经蜗居在“穷街”的
邻居们，也会像她一样，翻开不一样
的生活篇章。


