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Fuxing Island: A Lab for the Future

By Mao Xinhui and Wang Xiuyuan

Fuxing Island has recently cap-
tured public attention like never before.

Once a "strategic blank zone," it
is now home to the Quantum City
Spatial Innovation Base and a
trending destination among young
visitors known as "Pain Island."
Covering just 1.3 square kilometers,
the island is transforming from an
industrial rust belt into a model of
the future city. As the only inland
island on the Huangpu River, it is
setting sail toward a smarter and
more vibrant future, powered by
technology and guided by art.

From 30 September to 13 De-
cember, the 2025 Shanghai Urban
Space Art Season is taking place on
Fuxing Island under the theme
Quantum City, Reviving the Future.
The event aligns closely with the is-
land’s development vision. More
than an art-and-technology show-
case, it serves as a bold experiment
in future-oriented urban governance.

Fuxing Island was once a major
industrial hub in modern Shanghai,
home to enterprises such as the Chi-
na State Shipbuilding Corporation. As
the city shifted away from heavy in-
dustry, the island became a "forgotten
corner." It wasn't until the Shanghai
2035 Master Plan designated it as a
"strategic reserve area' that the land
began gathering new momentum.

Now, with the establishment of
the Quantum City Spatial Innovation
Base, Fuxing Island is evolving from
a blank canvas into a testbed for in-
novation. Xu Minggian, Deputy Di-
rector of the Shanghai Municipal
Bureau of Planning and Natural Re-
sources, said the island’s relatively
isolated setting and rich industrial
heritage provide ideal conditions for
exploring the concept of a "quantum
city." Built on precision sensing, effi-
cient coordination, and intelligent
interaction, this approach positions
Fuxing Island as a platform for policy
innovation, technological progress,
and spatial renewal, creating an in-
tegrated and inspiring model for ur-
ban transformation. The "quantum
city" is not an unreachable vision.

According to Xu, the concept
draws metaphorical inspiration from
quantum principles such as preci-

sion, synergy, superposition, and
leap. Using technologies like Al
digital twins, and 3D real-scene
modeling, it aims to build a city
system capable of real-time sensing,
intelligent analysis, and automatic
optimization. In December 2024,
construction officially began on the
Quantum City Spatial Innovation
Base on Fuxing Island—marking a
major step forward for Shanghai in
building virtual cities and advancing
digital twin technology.

For ordinary citizens, a "quan-
tum city" means a smarter, safer,
and more efficient urban life. Imag-
ine traffic lights that adjust auto-
matically to real-time road condi-
tions, air quality monitoring precise
down to the neighborhood level,
dynamic tracking and prediction of
pedestrian flows, or flood alerts that
generate solutions in advance. These
innovations will all be tested first on
Fuxing Island.

At the same time, citywide
spatial monitoring and 3D digital
modelling are providing the "digital
foundation" for a smart city, helping
governance shift from experi-
ence-based to data-driven. Ac-
cording to Pang Chong, Deputy Di-
rector of the Ministry of Natural
Resources” Bureau of Territorial
Spatial Planning, familiar urban ele-
ments such as roads, public trans-
port stops, parks, shopping centers,
fitness venues and healthcare facili-
ties can all be translated into mea-
surable digital indicators. Examples
include the 15—-minute walking cov-
erage of community healthcare ser-
vices, the 5-minute coverage of el-
derly care facilities, and accessibility
measures for commuting, medical
care, dining, shopping, parking and
leisure. These data points reflect not
only citizens” sense of happiness
and fulfilment but also the city’s
overall development quality and
business environment. Through 3D
modelling, the city’s terrain, water-
ways and building layouts can be
recreated with precision in digital
form. This allows planners to assess
spatial strategies and governance
more effectively, and even use arti-
ficial intelligence to simulate possi-
ble futures, making urban design
more scientific and forward-looking.

In 2019, the third Shanghai Ur-
ban Space Art Season opened along
the Yangpu waterfront under the
theme Encounter. A 2.7-kilometre
stretch of the southern riverside was
opened to the public for the first
time, turning what was once an "in-
dustrial rust belt" into a vibrant riv-
erside area. It marked a vivid ex-
ample of Shanghai’s people-cen-
tered approach to urban renewal.

Six years later, the Art Season
has returned to Yangpu, this time on
Fuxing Island.

This year’s edition moves be-
yond traditional exhibition formats
and offers immersive, interactive
and family—friendly public experi-
ences. According to officials from
Yangpu District, the island’s indus-
trial relics and open spaces provide
vast room for artistic imagination.
The district is now accelerating

Fuxing Island’s transformation from
a "blank canvas" into one of Shang-
hai’s most dynamic creative zones.
Following an organic and sustain-
able growth model, the area is revi-
talizing its industrial heritage and
historical buildings while improving
infrastructure, updating factory sites,
enhancing the blue-green landscape
and enriching supporting facilities.
These efforts create a space for ex-
hibitions, performances, exchanges
and leisure activities that combine
art, technology and community en-
gagement. By integrating technology
and art, the virtual and the physical,
online and offline, the event also
presents the progress of the Quantum
City Spatial Innovation Base.
According to the plan, Fuxing
Island will evolve along three inter-
connected directions. It will become
a Digital Island, built on the Quan-

tum City Spatial Innovation Base
and focused on developing intelli-
gent applications such as the
low-altitude economy and autono-
mous driving. It will also grow into
a Design Island, revitalizing existing
spaces through affordable rents to
attract innovators, entrepreneurs
and creative professionals. At the
same time, it will take shape as a
People’s Island, featuring waterfront
walkways, festival lawns and service
stations that together create inclu-
sive public spaces for all ages.

Fuxing Island will preserve its
industrial heritage while embracing
technology, art and ecology to form
a new waterfront community that
blends work, life and leisure.

It is no longer just an island. It
is a symbol, a model and a living
laboratory for the future that be-
longs to every citizen of Shanghai.

A Theater Becomes
Living Room

i
&
]
i
i

the Neighborhood's

By Tang Shunjia

A wall of posters showcasing a
variety of performances forms a
colorful "art mosaic." Three key-
words, '"Theater,” "Youth," and
"Boundless," stand out in orange,
purple, and green. This is the new
"Young Cube," a creative space
launched this year by YOUNG The-
ater and now open to the public free
of charge.

According to Wang Jie, General
Manager of YOUNG Theater, the
Cube space was originally part of
the theater’s backstage area. "It was
right behind the main lobby and had
been left unused, which felt like a
waste. We decided to repurpose it
to give theatergoers a place to relax,

have a drink, or rest their feet be-
fore the show," she said.

The Cube has already wel-
comed "Fun Talk Comedy," a
blind-box style stand-up show that
drew many young visitors during its
trial run. More events related to
lifestyle aesthetics, art experiences,
creative performances, and emo-
tional well-being are planned, turn-
ing the theater into a place where
people can unwind and connect.

"Stand-up comedy is hugely
popular among young people,"
Wang said. "We hope it can be a
bridge that brings more of them
into the theater, where they can
discover and fall in love with the
magic of live performance. We
named the space Cube because

Cultural

we want every visit to feel like
playing with a Rubik’s Cube, full
of change and possibility."

Since reopening to the public
on September 2, 2022, YOUNG The-
ater has become a cultural landmark
in Yangpu and a living room for lo-
cal residents. Theater is breaking
boundaries and becoming part of
everyday community life.

Recently, YOUNG Theater al-
so launched its membership pro-
gram, the YOUNG Club, which
offers priority ticket access, birth-
day perks, and special discounts
to enhance the audience experi-
ence. The theater says the pro-
gram is a way to thank the loyal
patrons who have supported it over
the past three years.



